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SUMMARY 

On September 21st, Mrs. Wignall requested that the author conduct a cultural 

resource investigation of a 20-acre parcel on the west side of Bottle Rock Road 

north of Sulphur Creek.  The purpose of the investigation was to locate, 

describe, and evaluate any archaeological or historical resources that may be 

present on the parcel.  In addition, the author was to assess the impact that 

might occur as a result of soil ripping for agricultural purposes.  

Background research indicated that the parcel had not been inspected for 

cultural resources in the past, however, studies of nearby parcels had recorded 

3 cultural sites.  

The current project discovered and recorded two cultural sites and several 

isolated artifacts. 
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Isolated Artifacts 

The isolated artifacts are not considered "significant" cultural resources as 

defined in the Public Resources Code1 and the recording of their location in this 

report mitigates any impact to them that might occur as a result of ground 

disturbing activities.   

Prehistoric Site 

Site A: This prehistoric archaeological site appeared to be mostly intact.  It 

contained Konocti obsidian, Borax Lake obsidian and Franciscan chert tools 

and chipping waste.   Though Konocti obsidian is available locally, the Borax 

Lake obsidian is located 11 miles to the northeast.  

The materials in the prehistoric site have the potential to determine the time 

period of use, the cultural group who utilized the area, economic activities, and 

obsidian trade and exchange networks.  Because this is information important 

to the study of regional prehistory, this site is considered significant under the 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)2.  

As mitigation, it is recommended that the site boundaries be flagged and that 

ground disturbing activities avoid the site location as outlined in CEQA3.     

If site avoidance is not possible, then a data recovery plan will need to be 

carried out to recover the information contained in that part of the site that will 

be damaged prior to ground disturbing activities (as provided for in CEQA4).  

Once the data recovery work is complete, then ground disturbance within the 

site area can take place under the direction of a qualified archaeologist. 

Historic/Prehistoric Site 

Site B: This archaeological site contained both historic and prehistoric cultural 

material (glass and ceramics as well as Konocti obsidian flakes and tools).  The 

historic material appears to represent the remains of a homestead and/or cabin 

location used by Euro Americans sometime between 1880 and 1940.  

                                       

1 Sec. 5024.1 

2 CEQA Sec. 15064.5 a 

3 CEQA sec. 21083.2 

4 CEQA sec. 15126.4c 
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As with Site A, this historic/prehistoric site should be considered significant 

under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)2. 

As mitigation, it is recommended that the boundary of the site be flagged and 

that ground disturbing activities avoid the site location as outlined in CEQA3.   

If site avoidance is not possible, then a data recovery plan will need to be 

carried out to recover the information contained in that part of the site that will 

be damaged prior to ground disturbing activities (as provided for in CEQA4). 

Once the data recovery work is complete, then ground disturbance within the 

site area can take place under the direction of a qualified archaeologist. 

INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 

The fieldwork carried out as part of 

this study was conducted by John and 

Cheyanne Parker.  Dr. Parker holds a 

Ph.D. in Archaeology, and is a 

Registered Professional Archaeologist.   

Cheyanne has 20 years of 

archaeological field and lab 

experience.  The fieldwork took place 

September 29th, 2017.   

The proposed project will require a 

local discretionary permit indicating 

that the California Environmental 

Quality Act applies to the project.  

This cultural resource evaluation was 

written to comply with the 

requirements set forth in CEQA (sec. 

21083.2).   This report follows the 

outline for identification of cultural 

resources as presented in the 

“Archaeological Resource Management 

Reports (ARMR): Recommended 

Contents and Format” (State of California 1990).  For more information on 

CEQA and how it relates to cultural resources, go to: 

http://www.wolfcreekarcheology.com/CEQALaw.html 
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The project area consisted of level to 

steep terrain making up a portion of 

the Sulphur Creek floodplain.   

The parcel was situated in the 

northwest 1/4 of portion of Section 29, 

T12N/R8W. 

Archaeological Records Check 

Information 

An in-person records check was 

conducted at the California Historical 

Resources Information System regional 

office. 

The records check indicated that no 

archaeological inspections had taken 

place within the project area.  

Inspections of nearby parcels had 

recorded three cultural sites. 

A sacred lands file search was 

requested from the State Native American Heritage Commission on October 

2nd, 2017.  A response was received October 11th indicating that no sites had 

been listed on the Sacred Lands file for this parcel (see attached response 

letter). 

A review was also made of the National Register of Historic Places and State 

Register of Historic Resources. 

Letters were sent to Batsulwin Brown (Big Valley Rancheria Tribal Historic 

Preservation officer) and Chris Simon (Middletown Rancheria Environmental 

Director) requesting information about any traditional cultural resources that 

may exist within the parcel (see attached letters).  

As of the date of this report no replies, have been received and no information 

has been provided concerning the location of traditional cultural sites within 

the project area. 

Prehistoric Background 

Prior to European arrival, Cobb Mountain was a hub where boundaries between 

3 separate language groups and 5 tribal territories radiated out.  Cobb 

Mountain was known as Kan-Na-Mo-Ta (Slocum et.al. 1881). 
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The project area appears to have 

been within the boundary of the 

Eastern Pomo Habenapo Tribe 

(Kniffen 1939, Barrett 1908). 

The Clear Lake Pomo were 

comprised of three distinct tribal 

and dialect areas, each with 

several major villages that served 

as political centers.   

Linguistic evidence has determined 

that Pomo speakers were part of 

the Hokan language family that 

occupied most of North America 

during the last Ice Age (Moratto 

1984:551).  Researchers have long 

suspected that Hokan was one of 

the two oldest language families in 

the New World (Shipley 1978:81) 

and have recently established that 

the Hokan language family “is the 

oldest linguistic relationship 

among Western North American 

languages that can be established 

by normal comparative linguistic 

methods” (Golla 2004).  

The oldest archaeological sites in 

the Clear Lake Basin have been 

dated between 14,000 and 20,000 

years.  These sites indicate that a 

wave of people (most likely Hokan 

speakers) entered the Lake Basin 

by way of the Cache Creek 

drainage from California’s Central 

Valley (Parker 1994, 2008).   

Research indicates that these 

people settled along the shoreline 

of the eastern and southern arms 

of Clear Lake and utilized stone 

resources from the Borax Lake 

obsidian flow.  Archaeological 

evidence suggests there was little or no change in the size or location of these 

 
 Tribal Boundary Map 
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 Eastern Pomo 

 Project area 
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communities until ~6,000 years ago.  At that time, population growth prompted 

community settlements throughout the Clear Lake shoreline and into the 

uplands (Parker 1994:208). 

Further research has indicated that these people served as the origin of the 

Pomoan language and culture that ultimately spread westward to the coast, 

north to Fort Bragg, and south to Sebastopol (Whistler 1980:13, Golla 2004, 

Oswalt 1962).   

Historic Background 

European settlement in 

the Cobb area didn't 

occur until the 1850's 

and consisted of timber 

oriented activities.  

John Cobb settled in 

Cobb Valley in 1853 

and in 1854 was elected 

as county assessor.  The 

first saw mill in Lake 

County (known as the 

Boggs Saw Mill) was 

built in the area by 

Thomas Boyd in 1858.  

In 1859, John Cobb 

built a water-powered 

saw and grist mill in 

Cobb Valley.  Both mills 

burned in the 1860's. 

By 1868, the Cobb 

Valley Toll Road passed through the area.  This was later taken over by the 

county and renamed Bottle Rock Road. 

The William Bassett family (see Bassett's House and fields on 1871 map) settled 

in Cobb Valley in 1863 where they ranched, grew apples, and started the 

Glenbrook Resort (Slocum et.al. 1881).   

In 1872, Daniel E. Mills received a Land Patent for the project area (see patent 

doc at end of report).  Daniel was a trustee and founding member of the 1st 

Presbyterian Church of Clear Lake.  The D.E. Mills house can be seen on the 

1871 map as located just north of the project area. 

1871 U.S. Plat Map 

Cobb Valley 

Toll Road 
Project area 
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In 1874, the Mendocino Telegraph Company ran a line through the valley and 

was renamed the Northern Telegraph Co. in 1881. 

In the 1880's, stage lines owned by William Fisher connected Cobb Valley with 

Middletown, Calistoga, and Kelseyville.  The stages ran through the area 6 days 

a week. 

Natural Setting 

The project area was made up of 

mostly level terrain located west of 

Bottle Rock Road less than 1/4 

mile north of the Sulphur Creek 

bridge. 

The project area consisted of light 

to dark gray/brown clay soil.  This 

soil supported an oak grassland 

environment that had been used 

extensively as pasture.  Existing 

development included a single family home, 

stock pond, 1940's apple/pear orchard, 

barns and out buildings.  

Western-end of project area 

Apple/pear orchard 

East-end ranch house 
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SURVEY METHODS AND PROCEDURES 

Our field inspection included a mixed strategy surface inspection of the project 

area.  This inspection was conducted by walking transects across the property 

at 5 to 8 meter intervals.  Whenever grass cover or leaf litter was encountered, a 

trowel was used intermittently to clear to the mineral soil.  All rodent mounds, 

cut and erosion banks, and tree root holes were examined to observe buried 

soils.   The western 1/4 of the parcel was too steep to walk and only spot 

checked when access allowed.  

Ground cover varied over the project area from open bare ground to leaf fall and 

grass.  The majority of the project area was in pasture where grasses had been 

eaten by horse, cow and lama.  In these areas, up to 80% of the ground surface 

could be examined.   

It is possible that isolated historic or prehistoric artifacts and features may 

have been missed during the field inspection, however, we are certain that all 

major cultural sites visible on the surface were recorded. 

See attached map for areas intensively inspected. 

STUDY RESULTS 

Isolated Artifacts 

Isolated historic and prehistoric artifacts were encountered during the field 

inspection (some pictured here).  

The numbers correspond with 

mapped locations at end of 

report. 

Isolated Artifact 
Interpretation and 
Significance 

The isolated artifacts are not 

considered "significant" cultural 

resources as defined in the 

Public Resources Code5 and the 

recording of their location in 

                                       

5 Sec. 5024.1 

5. drill 

9. 

stoneware 

Konocti obsidian 

11. scraper 10. core 
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this report mitigates any impact to them that might occur as a result of ground 

disturbance activities. 

Though not considered significant for land use planning purposes, these 

materials do provide information important to the study of regional history and 

prehistory.   The fact that almost all isolated prehistoric materials were flakes 

and scraping tools suggest that hunting trips into the area required the 

preparation and maintenance of hunting and butchering items.  The abundance 

of Konocti obsidian is likely a result of the close proximity of this stone tool 

source to the project area.  The existence of Borax Lake stone tool 

manufacturing remains suggests that some material was brought over long 

distances to the project area.  Hydration analysis of these materials should 

provide an indication of the antiquity of hunting activities in the region.    

Isolated historic materials suggest general historic use of the area and may 

have been discarded during travel or work activities on the nearby D.E. Mills 

ranch. 

Prehistoric Site 

Site A was located in the south-central 

part of the parcel.  The site consisted of a 

light to moderately dense scatter of 

obsidian and chert  flakes and tools.  

Both Konocti and Borax Lake obsidian 

were observed.  The site covered an area 

~200 meters long by ~80 meters across.  

The site was situated on the bluff just 

east of the un-named tributary to Kelsey 

Creek that runs north to south across 

the western part of the parcel.  The site 

had a UTM location of 

520320E/4301374N. 

6. scraper 8. knife 7. knife 

Site A 

Konocti obsidian 

Site A 
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Site A Interpretation and Significance 

Materials discovered suggest that this was likely a favored location for a 

seasonal hunting/collecting camp where chipped stone hunting and butchering 

tools were made and repaired.  The materials in the site have the potential to 

determine the time period of use, the cultural group who utilized the area, 

economic activities, and obsidian trade and exchange networks.  Because this 

is information important to the study of regional prehistory, this site is 

considered significant under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)2.  

Historic/Prehistoric Site 

Site B consisted of a light scatter of 

historic glass and ceramics as well as 

Konocti obsidian flakes and tools.  The 

site covered an area ~96 meters long 

by 76 meters wide and generally 

covered the area occupied by the 

present-day house and 1940's 

orchard.  The site had a UTM location 

of 520377E/4301440N.  The crockery 

and purple glass items suggest use 

between 1880 and 1914.  The 

depression glass suggests use in the 

1920's and 30's.   

2. depression glass 

Site B 

4. crockery 

3. stoneware 

1. blown 
purple glass 

pitcher 

Site B 
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Site B Interpretation and Significance 

This archaeological site contained both historic and prehistoric cultural 

material (glass and ceramics as well as Konocti obsidian flakes and tools).  The 

historic materials appear to represent the remains of a homestead and/or cabin 

location used by Euro Americans sometime between 1880 and 1940.  

For the same reasons as Site A, this historic/prehistoric site should be 

considered significant under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)2.  

The historic component of this site is likely related to the D.E. Mills homestead 

located nearby.  

CONSLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

No recommendations are made concerning the isolated artifacts.   

It is recommended that ground disturbance activities avoid Sites A and B.  

These are fragile resources that appear to contain information important to the 

study of local and regional history and prehistory. 

If it is impossible to avoid ground disturbance within the site boundaries, then 

a more formal evaluation will need to be made of their integrity and content.  

This would be done through the scientific excavation and analysis of a small 

sample of the area scheduled for ground disturbance.  If the testing supports 

the conclusion that these sites are significant6, then a plan should be developed 

and carried out to recover the information contained in those portions of the 

sites scheduled for disturbance as outlined in CEQA sec. 15126.4c.  

It is unlikely that other undiscovered cultural sites exist on the parcel.  

However, if any historic or prehistoric cultural materials or features are 

accidentally encountered, work in the immediate vicinity of the find should be 

suspended and a qualified archaeologist called in to evaluate the resource. 
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DANIEL MILLS 1872 LAND PATENT 
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Letter sent 10-2-17 to Chris Simon (Middletown Rancheria Tribal 
Environmental Director), with copy sent to Moke Simon (Tribal Chairman).   

 

Hi Chris, 

We just completed a surface inspection of a 20-acre parcel within the Habenapo 

Tribal area to identify cultural resources.  The project is located on Bottle Rock 

Road just south of Moore Family Winery (see attached map in the NAHC 

request letter).  Although this is not within the Miwok or Wappo tribal territory, 

you had expressed an interest in cultural resource work conducted in this 

area.  I have also notified Batsulwin Brown at Big Valley for his input on this 

project area. 

Thank you in advance for any information you may have on tribal concerns in 

this area. 

Sincerely, 

John and Cheyanne Parker  

---------------------------------------------- 

John Parker, Ph.D. 

Archaeological Research 

www.wolfcreekarcheology.com 

(707) 274-2233 

http://ucla.academia.edu/JohnParkerPhD 

---------------------------------------------- 

 
Letter sent 10-2-17 to Batsulwin (Eagle) Brown (Big Valley Rancheria 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer) 

 

Hi Eagle, 

We just completed the field inspection of 20-acre parcel up Bottle Rock Road.  I 

have attached the NAHC request letter to provide you with a map of the project 

area.   

Please let me know if the Habenapo tribe is aware of any cultural resources in 

the area that might not be indicated on the NAHC maps or archaeological 

inspection maps. 

Thanks in advance for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

John Parker 
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